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' ithin the peat year, the Depaitiaent of Defense has initiated a 
program directed toward irprovlrg wft&eds of protecting sensitive 
i. nfosmtion. '-here practical, the Oepartoant has kept secure details 
as to sdsedlo firing*! prohibited cloeeup pteotogmphy of our adsailec, 
mam vehicles and supporting facilities and has not announced when 
i’-iportant system test* are being held* the priaaiy purpose has been 
to avoid giving progress details on defense system® develeraaent which, 
under previous procedures, raade such information amOable to foreign 
intelligence age*ts, pennitting tbaa to sake detailed weapon systeet 
analyses* 

Tha i^mrtserii has recently directed that similar twoe«dr<ree be 
applied to advanced aircraft research and development efforts which are 
b«dag directed toward iawraved hi#t perfomance aircraft and other 
classified defensive weapons system developmejit programs* In accord 
with this policy, further details of this program are not available 
for public dissemination. 
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The aircraft which (crashed) (and* a fore# landii^) at 

1 1 m. i — i i _ n.rc ■ i i' i i <i , 1 am— o* 1 was an prototype 

used in a Lkspartsaent of Defense research prag ma* The aircraft 
was on a routine teat flight at the tise. 


■ate research and flight test operations are being conducted 
under the supervision and control of the United states Air Ferae from 
& remote test facility located 


25X1 A 


Details cor>* 


eerrdng test objectives and vehicle epeoificatl<ms are classified. 


(I M , J&SBEL2& $&8k ****34 jfet ^a< 4 og«| in the event of a rdefyip . 

U D°» the j g&SSSk of ffllafeao and SS9SSSSS3L ef 
. tet thofr iQQ&tton, the voted* and o t her miters related to 

test objec tives. ) 
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